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Dear Rotarians and Friends,

Almost one year ago, at the induction held at the Chateau
Labourdonnais, I pledged to strengthen fellowship among
members. Following the call that emanated from our
off-site Think tank, I took fellowship outreach as one of

my priorities as President of the Rotary Club of Phoenix
2013-14.

In the beginning of the Rotary year, we experienced
unprecedented challenges and I am proud to say that the
Club navigated well out of the storm and we gave rise to a
new spirit and team dynamic. We noticed the emergence

of strong, viable, and skillfull Rotarians and even newly
inducted members found their way into Club Leadership
roles.

It may not always be possible to see all the causes and
consequences of our actions, but the CHILD has remained
central to all our activities. All our movements started

with ideas and actions by individual Rotarians. Human
capital is still humankind’s most powerful source of change
and well-being of humankind and when several of our
Rotarian friends take action into the same direction, diverse
backgrounds and experiences are combined and make it
possible to step out from conventional patterns of answers.
We truly Engage Rotary and Change Lives.

The leading principle for me has been dialogue, inclusion,
and cooperation. Partnerships have been based on shared
responsibilities and mutual respect among members.

The responsibility of each individual has been to enhance
the spirit of camaraderie through home hospitality,
volunteerism and celebrations. Through these, we have been
able to reach out to other people and membership of a larger

community. g of the representative of the US
showed true volunteerism in action.

s a great diversity, and it almost seems there
arer 0 mon denominators. In our quest to recruit
members from such diverse backgrounds, the Club inducted
two new dynamic members and I have the pleasure in
welcoming them on board. Harsha Pathak comes from the
medical background and her joyful nature inspires many
of us into this civic path. She is the calm force of the Club.
Robin Appadoo has been navigating into the financial world
to finally settle down in the Global business looking after
the petroleum segment. He is, as usual, ever-ready to party
and volunteer in our activities. I wish them both plenty of
success into their personal, professional and Rotarian life.
It is my firm belief, after one year in this office, that the
institutional memory of the Club regarding the best
practices, projects, participation, and challenges, should
be recorded and carried over to the future. In this regard,
the Club leadership plan has been signed by the incoming
President and his team has already been instituted. The
Secretary of the Club has been mandated to record the
institutional memory of the Club and cascade same in the
future.

The spirit of the Club has led and inspired my deliberations
during the past 12 months. I encourage you to continue the
bottom-up approach, which feeds the Club’s think-tank

process with experiences both from local and regional levels.

I truly admire the devotion and commitment of my fellow
Rotarians in donating countless hours to advance the well-
being of others. Long Live Rotary
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PROJECT

STATUS

COMMUNITY SERVICE

THALASSEMIA

The Rotary Club of Phoenix, in collaboration with the
Thalassemia Society of Mauritius, has created a state-of-
the art and fully equipped day care ward for Thalassemia
patients at the Jeetoo Hospital. The soft opening was done
on the 8th of May 2014

STATUS: Complete — pending official inauguration

DIALYSIS WARD

This project was about the creation of a new ward at the
Nehru Hospital that can be used as a mini operating block.
Besides construction of said ward, the Club has also donated
equipment.

We have to officially inaugurate the ward and subject to the
Minister’s availability

STATUS: Complete — pending official inauguration

VOLUNTARISM

Chloe is a young girl who suffers from major mobility
issues and has actually benefitted an old manual wheelchair
from the Government. Through the RCPH, members have
individually contributed to purchase an electric wheelchair
for the child so that she can easily move around and bring

a change in her life. This donation was done by the District
Governor Jean Ravelonarivo.

STATUS: Complete

PALMERSTONE KIDS

The Palmerstone kids are young people who have been
brought together into a social network where RCPH has
been supporting them in various ways. The Rotaractors have
taken the relay and they will further supplement the support
to the kids.

STATUS: ONGOING
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INTERNATIONAL/
ROTARY FOUNDATION

ECO SCHOOL

The University of Quebec graciously donated an Eco kit that
uses wind and solar energy to produce electricity. This has
been placed on a converted 40ft container at the Calebasse
MFR for enabling young people who have been rejected

by the current education system to get a second chance

and learn bio agriculture for their own future development
and sustenance. This project was officially launched on the
World Polio Day, 24 October 2013.

STATUS: Complete and officially inaugurated

VOCATIONAL

CAREER COUNSELLING

With the dearth of professionals at the RCPH, career
counselling at college level will be conducted for enhancing
the knowledge and choice of studies of students. This will
again support the youngsters in seeing their future within
the evolving labour market. The first session is scheduled for
June 18th 2014 at the Royal College Curepipe

COMPLETION: 18 JUNE 14
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2- gEEJgEREHVQkﬁ%SEM 1A > ELECTRIC CHAIR

The Rotary Club of Phoenix replaced Chloe’s old
wheelchair by an electric one. She can now easily move
around and bring a change in her life. This donation was
done by the District Governor Jean Ravelonarivo.
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4- ECO SCHOOL 5- CLUB EVENTS

Board meeting at Virginie’s place

RCPH members at District Council
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INDIA IS
POLIO FREE

ROTARY CELEBRATES
NEW MAJOR MILESTONE
WITH NEW AD FILM

Click on the Rotary Emblem to
see the video or paste the following
address in your internet browser

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrRPsHW2efE
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I am Harsha Pathak from Phoenix.

I was a student at Loreto College

of Quatre- Bornes before doing my
undergraduate studies at SSR Medical
college and specialization at Victor
Segalen University, Bordeaux in France.

As a young doctor, I have worked at
Victoria Hospital , Clinique du Nord ,
Hopital Pellegrin in France before settling
as an ophthalmologist at Moka Eye
Hospital.

I would describe myself as an outdoor
kind of person and my hobbies during the
past years have been playing badminton,
reading , helping out street Children over
the island as part of a community help
initiative. And, of course, playing Golf.

The Best moment of my life? When I gave
birth to the love of my life two years ago:
my daughter Aiva ...

I was first introduced to the Rotaract Club
of Phoenix in 2012 through PP Amaresh
and later on during the same year got the
opportunity to meet the Rotary Phoenix
family during the Health and Sports day
held in August. But ,then, answering

a professional calling, had to leave for
Bordeaux.

Once back from my post graduate studies,
I happily

My induction was a most memorable
night filled with laughter, joy and intense
moments.

I was warmly welcomed by all the
Rotarians — and spouses - present .We
had the opportunity to exchange few

words with each other, getting to know
each other more in a very pleasant
atmosphere.

Afterwards we were invited to be seated
at our respective tables and I was
surrounded by amazing people. My sister,
who was my guest, felt very much at ease
and enjoyed every bit of the evening.
Shakun introducing me was ‘a moment
d’anthotologie’, loads of laughter, lots of
emotions followed by the most intense
part: the pinning ceremony.

During the course of same evening a slide
show of the events of the RCPH during
the year was shown. It made me realize
the intensity of fellowship in the club as
well as the achievements made in terms of
social service. It was amazing and this is
why I so wanted to be part of this Rotary
Club.

La cerise sur le gateau that day was the
Club’s anniversary celebration at the end.

A big thank you to the whole Rotary Club

of Phoenix for welcoming me and making
a part of the family.

Harsha with her lovely daughter Aiva
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NASHREEN

Nashreen with her mom.
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10- NEW UGANDAN CLUB
TAKES ON CHALLENGES
OF A GROWING ECONOMY

Despite three years of strong economic growth and a
burgeoning middle class, the central Ugandan city of
Entebbe is still mired in high poverty rates, inadequate
health care, and water insecurity.

In 2010 the United Nations established the Regional Service
Centre Entebbe, which is a logistical launch pad for UN
missions in Central Africa. The permanent UN hub brought
tens of thousands of military and civilian personnel and
their families to the area. While the economic boost created
a growing consumer class, it’s failed to trickle down to the
poorest citizens.

When Michael Muriithi moved there about a year ago, he
knew a Rotary club could address the disparity.

“There are still large and immediate challenges facing our

communities,” says Muriithi, formerly a member of the
Rotary Club of Kumpala East. “This is where Rotary is at its
best, finding solutions to these problems.”

Instead of joining the Rotary Club of Entebbe, Muriithi
worked with its members to establish a new club that
would address concerns of one of the city’s largest villages,
Nkumba.

Muriithi began recruiting members in early 2013. “I called
my friends and colleagues and asked if they were interested
in starting a new club. Once they saw how much impact

we could have on the community, they not only joined but
began to spread the word to their friends. It wasn’t hard --
they were excited to get started, “ says Muriithi.

After months of provisional status, the Rotary Club of
Nkumba was officially chartered in December, becoming
the 75th Rotary club in Uganda. Muriithi serves as the 40
member-club’s inaugural president. The club has a young
base with the average age of 35, according to Muriithi.
Members decided to focus their activities on improving
health care in Nkumba and the surrounding area.

Earlier this year, the club raised more than $2,000 to dig
and construct a new latrine pit for Nkumba’s Kitala Health
Centre after the old one was closed due to unsanitary
conditions. The center is the only public medical facility in
the area, serving a population of almost 600,000, most of
whom can’t afford private health care, according to the club.
At the start of the project, the club had the option of paying
a company to do the demolition of the old latrine or doing

it themselves. The decision was easy. “We made a promise to
be a hands-on club, so along with other volunteers, did the
work ourselves,” he says. “This built camaraderie among our
members. It also increased Rotary’s visibility to the public.”
They constructed latrines for women and for men, as well as
one for staff. The club estimates the latrine pits will last up to
20 years. During the construction, the club also handed out
new clothes and blankets to every new mother in the facility.
Club members also turned their attention to clean water. They
funded and facilitated the rehabilitation of a major water

well, resulting in an increase of 40 percent more clean water.
Muriithi says they are planning on improving four more wells
by the end of the year.

“I'm proud to be a part of this new adventure and excited at
what we can achieve,” he says. “But our success will only be
defined by the work we do. This club is made of the people
who are dedicated to making a change. That’s the Rotary way.”

By Ryan Hyland

Rotary News
20-May-2014

https://www.rotary.org/en/ fan-club-takes-challenges-growing
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